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EXCITING 
NEW THEATRE 

WORKSHOPS
Sunday or Monday in

April & May
For information email:

ctlworkshop@comcast.net

CHILDREN’S THEATRE OF 
LIVINGSTON

…where every child takes center stage!

Celebrating 10 Years of Theater!

                 PROUDLY PRESENTS our SPRING PRODUCTION

MARCH 12 & 13, 2016
12:30 & 3:00 PM

    www.childrenstheatreoflivingston.org

DON’T MISS IT!
Check out our flyer in this newspaper!

NOW is the best time to sell your home!

160 South Livingston Ave.
Livingston

Suite 208 - 209

www.EliteRealtorsofNewJersey.com

Office: 973-994-9009 • Cell: 973-518-3635

DanandFern@EliteRNJ.com

Daniel & Fern Yanofski
Broker/Owners 

DELIVERY

Panevino  
Now Delivers!  

 
The Tastes of  Italy  

Brought to Your Door

Delivery 7 Days a Week
Order at PanevinoDelivers.com

 Becca and Emily Duberman of Livingston follow their passions 
to help others.

Sister Act: Making a Difference 
By Doing What They Love for Others

Dual passions drive Emily and 
Becca Duberman of Livingston. The 
passion to help others and do good, 
they share. But they developed dif-
ferent directions, by following their 
individual passions. 

Becca is passionate about dancing 
and in 2010 started Footloose, a charity 
that collects new and gently used dance 
shoes to donate to less fortunate danc-
ers. Emily is passionate about  working 
with children, and started BookBag 
Buddies two years ago to provide 
new and gently used school supplies 
to underprivileged students. 

To accomplish her goal, each girl 
established an organization, found 
donors and recipients, and created a 
plan and a website. Family and friends 
jumped in to help with marketing, 
graphics and social media, and with 
sorting and deliveries.   

When Emily, now a 16-year-old ju-
nior at Livingston High School, started 
BookBag Buddies, she was tutoring 
youngsters through the NCJW (Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women), and 
volunteering monthly in the pediatric 
unit at Saint Barnabas. She knew that 
she loved helping children. 

When she discovered the high aver-
age cost of school supplies, she decided 
to try to offset some of these costs by 
providing donated items.

"My mother threw out the idea," 

Emily said. "I came home from 
seeing the movie, Girl Rising. It 
inspired me, the stories of how girls 
from developing countries overcome 
such great obstacles. I was going into 
high school, and it was time to take 
on additional responsibility.

"I set up a plan with my mom. 
We made a folder on the computer. I 
contacted the schools in Livingston, 
and the HSA [Home and School As-
sociation] presidents. It helped that 
we knew someone at the Seth Boyden 
School in Maplewood.

"As education suffers, a child's op-
portunities are limited," Emily said.  
"Book Bag Buddies is a small way 
for us to help and provide needed, 
expensive school supplies." 

Running the program through an 
organization, Emily said, "helps to get 
the word out, and I think it serves as 
a mark of reliability."

Last year, during one of its drives, 
Book Bag Buddies collected and 
donated more than 1,500 pounds of 
backpacks, binders, calculators, rul-
ers, pens, pencils, notebooks, erasers, 
crayons and other school supplies. 

Recipients have included  the New-
ark Board of Education, the Clinton 
and Seth Boyden Elementary Schools 
in Maplewood, and the New Jersey 
Homeschool Association. 

The biggest inspiration for Emily 

was her sister, Becca. Emily watched 
Becca spend a lot of time on the charity 
she started. "I saw how good it made 
her feel," she said.  

Becca is 19 and a freshman at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
planning to major in marketing or real 
estate, and hoping to join a dance team 
next year, once she is accustomed to 
her academics. 

She estimates that Footloose has 
supplied more than 5,000 pairs of 
shoes to 17 different dance schools/
programs around the globe.

The organization has made several  
donations to a global non-profi t, So-
les4Souls, which supplies shoes to 
children in over 127 countries and all 
50 states in the U.S., Becca said. Her 
most recent donation was to a dance 
program started in Zambia, Africa for 
under-privileged children.

"Footloose was inspired by my 
passion to dance and, like its movie 
namesake, to help those who are less 
fortunate to overcome restrictions to 
dance," said Becca. 

The idea for Footloose was born 
when, year after year, Becca would 
sort her old shoes as she prepared for 
new classes.

She said, "I found myself won-
dering, while these shoes held great 
sentimental value to me, they were just 
sitting in my closet collecting dust. 
Wouldn't they be put to better use by 
other children wanting to experience 
dance and the outlet for expression 
that it offers? 

"With the average cost of dance 
shoes ranging from $40 to $100 and 
up, many low income children can-
not afford the necessary shoes to take 
ballet, tap, jazz or hip hop, all forms 
of dance that I love. 

"Footloose was born from the 
realization that my passion for dance 
as a method of communication could 
impact others, as it has me." 

She began by setting up drop boxes 
outside dance studios in Livingston 
and nearby towns, and using monetary 
donations to purchase supplies.

That fi rst year, she dropped off sev-
eral baskets of shoes at the Boys and 
Girls Club of Newark. "Neither the 
children or directors were expecting 
that many dance shoes," she recalled. 
"The smiles on the children's faces are 
the reason I have continued Footloose 
for the past six years."

Emily is beginning to collect 
school supplies in preparation for 
her next drive in March. She will 
send the supplies to schools in June 
to be ready for September. Donations 
maybe dropped off at her  home at19 
Stonewall Drive, she said. "Or call me 
at 973-580-6605 and we will help to 
pick up," she noted. 

For more information, or to make 
a donation to either charity, visit 
www.bookbagbuddies.org. or www.
footloosemission.com.

The sisters also participate in other 
community services. Emily is part of 
the Key Club, Protect the Pantry and 
PB&J (Peanut Butter and Jelly) Club 
at Livingston High School. Becca, a 
member of Alpha Epsilon Phi, Sigma 
Chapter, supports Sharsheret, a non-
profi t that supports young Jewish 
women and their families facing 
breast cancer.

Emily suggests that teens look-
ing to make a diference fi nd out 
what they love to do, and go for it. 
"I always loved helping kids, and 
my sister danced for 15 years. That 
makes it easy to make a difference," 
she said. 

And, as Becca says: "Give back 
to others what you are passionate 
about. It makes it that much more 
heartwarming when you are impact-
ing others' lives by allowing them to 
do something that they, as well as 
you, love."

Leona R. Fundler
Realtor®, SRES

Jamie Shatsky, P.A.
Realtor®

Emerald Award for Outstanding 
Sales Performance - 2015 LANGREALTY

Your South Florida Real Estate Connection!
Former Livingston Resident

Jamie Shatsky

Specializing in Country Club Properties, Waterfront,
Luxury Gated and Active Adult Communities

Your Mother & Daughter Team
(973) 495-2003

jamieshatsky@gmail.com

We represent the finest homes
in South Florida and keep

selling the Florida sunshine!

When asked about their preferred 
way to learn about services and pro-
grams offered by the Township of 
Livingston, residents chose the West 
Essex Tribune as one of their top 
sources. In fact, the only other means 
of communication that came in higher 
on the Vision 20/20 survey was direct 
e-mail from the Township. 

The full results of the survey, which 
included more than 70 questions about   
life in Livingston, will be presented 
to the Township Council on Monday, 
March 7. The meeting will begin at 
7:30 p.m. at Town Hall. 

In answering the question, "Which 
is your preferred way to learn about 
services and programs offered by the 
Town?" 537 individuals indicated 
the West Essex Tribune as a favored 
source. A total of 989 people answered 
the question, while 374 skipped it. 
Coming in just under the Tribune in 
numbers was the township website, 
direct mail and Facebook/Twitter.  

The survey was conducted by the 
Livingston Vision 20/20 Committee. 
This committee was created to devel-
op a vision for the Township with the 
goal of improving the quality of life 
for the community, its residents and 
businesses. Those surveyed included 
residents, as well as people who work 
in Livingston. 

Committee chairman Alan Karpas 
said that the survey, which is conduct-
ed every four years, saw an increase 
in the amount of participants. This 
time around 1,400 residents took the 
survey; in 2011, 1,363 participated. 

Surveyed Residents Recognize Tribune
As a Preferred Source for Town Info

Services To Be Held 
For William Reimer

William P. Reimer, 75, died on 
Monday, February 29, in Livingston, 
where he resided for 47 years.

Born in Long Branch, Mr. Reimer   
attended Cornell University and the 
Newark College of Engineering (now 
NJIT). He was the fourth generation 
city engineer for the City of East 
Orange, and later worked as chief 
engineer at  the Mazzocchi Wrecking 
Company, where he oversaw removal 
work after the 9/11 attacks. 

Mr. Reimer is survived by his wife 
of 50 years, Judith; his children Lynne 
R. Tamburrino (Jeffrey), William D. 
(Lisa Vignuolo), and George W. (Bon-
nie); and six grandchildren.

A memorial gathering will be held 
on Saturday, March 5, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
and 5 to 8 p.m. at Quinn-Hopping 
Funeral Home in Livingston. The 
memorial service will be held at 
7:15 p.m.  

In lieu of fl owers, donations may 
be made to the Fairview Lake and 
Water Conservation Foundation, 119 
James Drive, Ringwood, NJ 07456; or 
to the Carol G. Simon Cancer Center, 
100 Madison Avenue, Morristown, 
NJ 07960.

Named to Dean's List
Cassidy Jill Zuber of Livingston 

was named to the fall 2015 dean's 
list at the University of Maryland. 
The daughter of Liz and Scott Zuber, 
she is a freshman in the university's 
College of Arts and Humanities. 

Those who took the survey put in ex-
tra time to offer their opinions. In some 
cases there were 34 pages of comments 
on one question, he noted. 

In addition to Karpas, the committee 
includes Corinne Kyle, Karen Hunter 
and Marty Meyers. 

Co-Defendant Pleads
Guilty in Fraud Scheme

A West Orange man who was a co-de-
fendant in a $148+ million investment 
fraud scheme pled guilty for his part 
in the scheme, for which a Livingston 
man is also facing prison time.

According to the U.S. Attorney’s 
Offi ce in Maryland, Jonathan E. Rosen-
berg, 47, of West Orange pled guilty on 
Thursday, February 25, to conspiring to 
commit wire fraud in connection with 
a complex scheme to defraud investors 
and lenders by selling fraudulent invest-
ment portfolios of debts purportedly 
owed by hospital patients.

Livingston resident Douglas A. 
Kuber, 55, and Beach Haven resident 
Robert Feldman, 68, had previously 
pled guilty to their participation in the 
conspiracy. They face a maximum sen-
tence of 20 years in prison, according 
to prosecutors. Meanwhile, Rosenberg 
has agreed to the entry of an order to 
pay restitution of $148,251,859, the 
amount of the investors' losses.

 Check us out on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/westessextribune.


